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POLICE — WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 

422. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Given the Premier’s broken promise on workers’ compensation and a redress 
scheme, and police wages, and his cuts to police funding and staffing, will the Premier explain to the house why 
he is not honest with our community and our police force? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

A bizarre question! As we know, the police minister is working hard to resolve a range of issues in relation to law 
enforcement and law and order in this state. As we have seen in a whole range of cases, this government has put 
in place legislation to support our police and ensure that we deal with some of those complex issues out there 
confronting the community, particularly in relation to things like dangerous sex offenders, methamphetamine, and 
working with the Attorney General on the CCC being able to trace the proceeds of crime. There are numerous 
examples of this government dealing with important law and order issues across Western Australia. 

What we have seen from the Liberal Party in this state is misleading, obfuscation and verballing in relation to these 
issues. I heard the police minister yesterday, who I thought very ably set out some of the misleading that was going 
on in relation to crime statistics in the Darling Range electorate. It was, frankly, disgraceful, the way members 
opposite twisted figures in the way that they did. If we look at the year-on-year figures, in each of the major 
communities in Darling Range, we have seen crime figures go down. That is what has occurred. Let us take one 
example. I think in relation to Serpentine, the opposition took the month of March last year and the month of 
March this year and said there has been a 20 per cent increase in crime. There were 11 offences in Serpentine in 
the month of March last year and 13 offences in Serpentine in the month of March this year. That was how members 
opposite created their figures. If we look at each of the major communities within Darling Range over the course 
of the last year, they have seen the crime rates decrease. We cannot believe anything—anything—this opposition 
says. We find with them that issues that they were unable to deal with in their eight and a half years in office, this 
government is getting on and dealing with, and we are dealing with them well. 
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